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solely by rectal feeding, is at least twelve ounces a day. 
The enemata should be given every eight hours; and it 
has been found that the most convenient times for ad¬ 
ministration are about seven o'clock in the morning, 
three in the afternoon, and eleven at night. A. F. 

. METABOLIC ELECTRIC POLARITY AND 
ELECTRO-THERAPEUTICS. 

(Medical and Surgical Reporter, Nov. 14, 1891.) The 
main contention of a paper by W. J. Morton, M. D., is 
deductively that as morbid and normal processes in living 
tissues, proceed by chemical exchanges (plus an unknown 
directive tendency) from assimilation of food through 
excretion, viz: by metabolism, differentiated into anabo¬ 
lism and kalabolism; and as it is probable that chemical 
exchanges like this cannot occur without exhibition of 
electric polarity and electric currents; and since experi¬ 
mentally this electric polarity is demonstrable; and since, 
as the author claims, this polarity must, if due to chemical 
exchanges of metabolism, be electro-positive in its internal 
circuit, because katabolic and therefore initiated by the 
avidity of the oxygen atom (or its congeners) for the 
atoms of the tissue, subject to combustion, and since, if, 
as also claimed, this polarity be admitted to be due to 
chemical changes, it must equally be admitted to represent 
not only a transformation into electric energy, but also 
into heat, and all kinetic energies of the living organism. 
Consequently this initial, invariable, electro-positive po¬ 
larity maybe considered an invariable guide to the electro¬ 
therapeutist. Disease, and also normal processes, focal 
postivity (corresponding to zinc element of a voltaic cell), 
may be ascertained to be an invariable element of its 
progress, and hence combated by an inverse current, or 
applied extraneous medical polarity, which may augment, 
annul, or reverse the initial focal postivity, and therefore 
augment, annul or reverse the chemical exchanges under¬ 
lying it. To employ this guide in practice, normal and 
morbid metabolism, but first confining attention to the 
morbid, it may be said to consist of: (a) Over-active chem¬ 
ical exchanges, and (b) Under-active chemical exchanges. 
In over-activity: (a) An applied (medical) positive pole 
will increase the activity, i. e., augment the disease, (b) An 
applied negative pole will decrease activity, i. e., lessen 
disease. In under-activity: ( a ) An applied positive pole will 
increase the activity, (b) An applied negative pole will 
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decrease the activity. Two curative directions only of 
treatment are open; the negative pole in over-activity, 
and the positive pole in under-activity. These four results 
may be obtained by applying a voltaic battery to a single 
cell. What may be true of morbid processes is regarded 
likewise true of normal processes. The current of action 
is explained on the supposition that unstable endothermic 
substances formed by protoplasmic voltaic action at the 
negative element during repose, are decomposed and 
produce a current in an opposite direction. The chemical, 
oxidizing, kalabolic, protoplasmic foci of the liberate en¬ 
ergies are ascertainable by the peculiarity of—the electric 
—that it inhibits polarity. A. F. 
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SECTION ON NEUROLOGY AND MEDICAL 
JURISPRUDENCE OF THE AMERICAN MED¬ 
ICAL ASSOCIATION. 

The reports, both personal and journalistic, which 
have come to us all concur that the late annual meeting 
of the American Medical Association in Detroit was the 
most successful ever held, and particularly from the scien¬ 
tific standpoint. Admirable work was done in nearly all 
the Sections, in some of them equaling that done by the 
national special associations which compose the Congress 
of American Physicians and Surgeons. 

In the general meeting of the Association, an amend¬ 
ment to the constitution was adopted, which it is gen¬ 
erally anticipated will have a great influence for good on 
the future scientific work of the Association and its Sec¬ 
tions. This amendment is as follows : 

“ That each Section of this Association shall elect an 
Executive Committee of three members, who shall be 
chosen from among those who have been in attendance 
upon the sessions of the Section for at least two years; 
to serve one, two, and three years respectively ; and that 
thereafter, the retiring Chairman of the Section shall take 
the place upon the Executive Committee of the retiring 
member of the Committee. It shall be the duty of the 
Executive Committee, in conjunction with the Chairman 



